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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A lamp socket mounted on a lamp unit body and connected to 
another lamp socket through wires, the combination l amp sock e t comprising: 

a lamp: 

the wires: 

a connector 

and the lamp socket, jncjudinK 
a socket body; 

a connector housing for accommodating athe connector provided to the socket 

body; 

a bulb mounting portion for mounting athe lamp to the socket body; and 

a monolithic terminal member within the socket body; wherein the terminal 
member is adapted to bo e lectrically directly connected to the connector, the lamp, and at 
least one of the wires, and wherein the terminal member io adapted to oontac t contacts the 
connector, the lamp, and at least one of the wires ,, and 

the terminal member includes a wire connection portion at an end thereof that 
connects with the at least one of the wires, a connector connection portion at another end 
thereof that connects with the connector, and a lamp connection portion between the ends 
thereof that contacts the lamp, 
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2. (previously presented): The lamp socket according to claim 1, wherein the s ock e t 



member to the at least one of the wires. 

3. (previously presented): The lamp socket according to claim 2, 

wherein the wire connection portion comprises a wire insertion groove in which the 
terminal member is mounted; and 

the terminal member comprises at one end a press-connecting blade which can bite into a 
sheath of the at least one of the wires to electrically connect to a conductor of the at least one of 
the wires, and at another end a male tab projecting into an interior of the connector housing for 
directly electrically connecting to the connector. 

4. (previously presented); The lamp socket according to claim 3, wherein the lamp 
contacts a portion of the terminal member between the press-connecting blade and the male tab. 

5. (previously presented): The lamp socket according to claim 3, wherein the wire 
insertion groove comprises opposed retaining projections at an end of an opening of the wire 
insertion groove, and a distance between the opposed retaining projections is smaller than an 
outer diameter of the at least one of the wires. 

6. (currently amended): A socket assembly comprising: 
lamps: 

wires; 
conneotoi?; 




-wire connection portion ^^electrically oonn e oting connects t he terminal 
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a lamp unit body; and 

a plurality of lamp sockets mounted on the lamp unit body and connected together 
through the wires, each of the plurality of lamp sockets comprising; 

a socket body; 

a connector housing for accommodating a conn e oto ^one of the connectors t o the 
socket body, 

a bulb mounting portion for mounting gone of the lamps to the socket body; and 

a monolithic terminal member within the socket body, wherein the terminal member is 
adapt e d to b e electrically directly connected to the connector, the lamp, and at least one of the 
wires; 

wherein the plurality of lamp sockets are electrically connected together through 
the wires connected to the terminal members, and wherein the terminal member contacts 
the connector, and is adapt e d to contacts the lamp and at least one of the wire s; and 

the terminal member includes a wire connection portion at an end thereof that 
connects with the at least one of the wines, a connector connection portion at another end 
thereof that connects with the connector, and a lamp connection portion between the ends 
thereof that contacts the lamp . 

7. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to clam 6, wherein the 
plurality of lamp sockets are connected to one another by wires of different lengths. 

8. (previously presented); The socket assembly according to clam 6, wherein the cook e t 
body compris e s a w ire connection portion for electrically conn e cting connects t he terminal 
member to the at least one of the wires. 
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9. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 8, wherein 

the wire connection portion comprises a wire insertion groove in which the terminal 
member is mounted; and 

the terminal member comprises at one end a press-connecting blade which can bite into a 
sheath of the at least one of the wires to electrically connect to a conductor of the at least one of 
the wires, and at another end a male tab projecting into an interior of the connector housing for 
directly electrically connecting to the connector. 

10. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 9, wherein the lamp 
contacts ftthe lamp connection portion of the terminal member between the press-connecting 
blade and the male tab. 

1 1 . (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 9, wherein the wire 
insertion groove comprises opposed retaining projections at an end of an opening of the wire 
insertion groove, and a distance between the opposed retaining projections is smaller than an 
outer diameter of the at least one of the wires. 

12. (currently amended): A socket assembly comprising: 
lamps: 

wires: 

connectors: 

a lamp unit body; and 

a plurality of lamp sockets mounted on the lamp unit body and electrically connected 
together through wires, each of the plurality of lamp sockets comprising: 
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a socket body including a wire connection portion; 

a connector housing for accommodating eone, of theconnector s conn e ctor to the 
socket body, 

a bulb mounting portion for mounting eone of the lameg-lfig*p to the socket body; 

and 

a terminal member provided within the socket body; wherein the terminal 
member is adapt e d to b e electrically directly connected to the connector, the lamp, and at 
least one of the wires; 

wherein the terminal member includes two ends, one end including a press- 
connecting wire connection p ortion provided within the wire connection portion of the 
socket body, the press-connecting portion capabl e of contacting the terminal member to a 
conductor of #»-at least one of the wires, 

wherein another end of the two ends has a connector portion that projects into the 
connector housing that io capable of contacting a nd contacts t he connector, and 

wherein a portion of the terminal member between the press-connecting portion 
and the connector portion io oapablo of oontaotin g contacts the one of the lampskmp. 

13. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 12, wherein the wire 
connection portion comprises a wire insertion groove in which the terminal member is mounted. 

14. (previously presented): The lamp socket according to claim 13, wherein the wire 
insertion groove includes opposed retaining projections at an end of an opening of the wire 
insertion groove, and a distance between the opposed retaining projections is smaller than an 
outer diameter of the at least one of the wires. 
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15. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 12, wherein the one 
end includes a press-connecting blade which can bite into a sheath of the at least one of the wires 
to electrically connect the terminal member to the conductor of the at least one of the wires, and 
the other end includes a male tab projecting into an interior of the connector housing for directly 
electrically connecting to the connector 

16. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 13, wherein the one 
end includes a press-connecting blade which can bite into a sheath of die at least one of the wires 
to electrically connect the terminal member to the conductor of the at least one of the wires, and 
the other end includes a male tab projecting into an interior of the connector housing for directly 
electrically connecting to the connector, 

17. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 12, wherein the 
terminal member is a monolithic structure. 

18. (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 17, wherein the wire 
connection portion comprises a wire insertion groove in which the terminal member is mounted, 

19. (previously presented): The lamp socket according to claim 18, wherein the wire 
insertion groove includes opposed retaining projections at an end of an opening of the wire 
insertion groove, and a distance between the opposed retaining projections is smaller than an 
outer diameter of the at least one of the wires. 
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20, (previously presented): The socket assembly according to claim 17, wherein the one 
end includes a press-connecting blade which can bite into a sheath of the at least one of the wires 
to electrically connect the terminal member to the conductor of the at least one of the wires, and 
the other end includes a male tab projecting into an interior of the connector housing for directly 
electrically connecting to the connector. 
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